v

Pearson

Examiners’ Report
Principal Examiner Feedback

January 2020

Pearson Edexcel
|AS Level

International Advanced Subsidiary
Greek (WGKO01 01)
Paper 1: Understanding and Written Response



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications are awarded by Pearson, the UK'’s largest awarding
body. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our
qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternatively, you can
get in touch with wus wusing the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help
everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of
learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved
in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100
languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high
standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more
about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk

January 2020

Publications Code WGK01_01_2001_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2020


http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.btec.co.uk/
http://www.btec.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.pearson.com/uk
http://www.pearson.com/uk

General Remarks

The majority of students completed the paper successfully. They responded to the
different sections of the paper showing good language skills and familiarity with the
specification. The duration of the exam is 2 hours 30 minutes. The paper carries 80
marks.

Section A: Reading

Students are required to convey their understanding of written Greek through a series
of reading tasks. These involve retrieving and conveying information from a short
series of different Greek-language texts. Students are required to provide a mix of
non-verbal and Greek-language responses. A maximum of 30 marks is available in
accordance with an assessment-specific mark scheme.

Section B: Grammar

Students are assessed on their ability to understand and manipulate Greek language,
grammar and lexis. They are required to manipulate sentences that appear in a
previous exercise and reform them around a given word without changing the given
word itself or the meaning of the sentence as well as manipulate a series of verbs so
that each fits in a gap within the context of a short text. A maximum of 20 marks is
available in accordance with an assessment-specific mark scheme.

Section C: Writing

Students are required to write a 240-280 word essay, in Greek, in response to a short
Greek-language stimulus and related bullet points. The assesment rewards learners
for communicating relevant information effectively as well as for the quality of the
Greek language produced. The question carries 15 marks for Content and 15 marks
for Language. Total 30 marks.

There are no options: all questions must be answered.



Successful students:

e Gave clear, concise and to the point answers to question 4, avoiding making
general remarks where specific examples were required.

e Handled Greek language well, showing a high degree of competence and
awareness of lexis and grammatical structures in questions 5 and 6.

e Adhered to the word limit and developed equally and purposefully all four
bullet points equally in question 7.

Less successful students:

e Did not always pay proper attention to the wording of the questions in question 4
or read the source text closely, so they did not give direct and correct answers, nor
did they adequately manipulate the language but rather copied whole phrases
from the source text verbatim. This caused them to lose marks.

e Did not handle grammatical structures well in question 5 and changed the
meaning of a sentence by changing the word given in brackets, or by changing the
verb tense or by adding or omitting words.

e Did not handle grammatical structures well in question 6 and either misspelt verb
endings or omitted or misplaced stress marks.

e Under-developed or over-expanded one of the bullet points in question 7 or
discussed one or more of the bullet points in general and vague terms or went

well over the word limit and lost points for repetition or irrelevance.

e Did not show good control of basic language in question 7.



Section A: Reading

Question 1

The majority of students demonstrated very good comprehension skills and handled
the question successfully, thus achieving the maximum marks possible for this
guestion.

However, a number of students did not manage to score full marks. The most
common error concerned question 1(d), the correct answer to which is D, i.e.
ekdnAwoelg, which is understood from the phrase «&ivovtdg pou tnv gukatpia va
OUMMETACOXW O TIOAAEG CUVAUALEG.

Question 2

The majority of students demonstrated excellent comprehension skills and handled
the question successfully, thus achieving the maximum marks possible for this
guestion.

However, a number of students did not manage to score full marks. The most
common error concerned question 2(a), the correct answer to which is i, i.e. Bswpouv
ONMAvVTIKO va tapapévouv akopa dpactnplot, which logically completes the sentence
as it explains what most grandparents think.

Another common error in this question concerned question 2(c), the correct answer to
which is vii, i.e. ekTlpoUV TOUC TATTIIOUSEC KAl TLC YLAYLASEG yLa O0a TIPOCPEPOLV,
which logically completes the sentence as it explains what parents do.

Question 3

The majority of students demonstrated very good comprehension skills and handled
the question successfully, thus achieving the maximum marks possible for this
question.

However, a small number of students did not manage to score full marks. The most
common error concerned question 3(c), the correct answer to which is B, i.e. apoppn.
From the context, it is understood that for Rika travelling to America with her parents
was what prompted her to carry on travelling.



Question 4

Question 4 elicited a great number of responses that showed a high degree of reading
comprehension skills. Students proved able to demonstrate their comprehension of
the text, in varied language, which conveyed the essential details.

Question 4(a) was answered correctly by nearly all students, who wrote Etelén
YEVVNONKE KaL peydAwoe o€ TTOAN or otnv ABrva, thus conveying the idea of being
born and/or raised in a city. The key phrase in the source text is 'Exovtag yevvnOei
KalL HeyaAwoeL otnv ABnva.

Question 4(b) was answered correctly by nearly all students, who wrote ‘Otav
TIyaLwve eKel yLa SLakotmég to KaAokaipt or provided an answer which gave a time
reference for the narrator’s visit to the island, i.e. when she visited the island as a child
or when she visited the island in the summer or when she visited the island to spend
her holidays there. The key phrase in the source text is Otav qUouv pLKpR,
TINYALVAPE EKEL OLKOYEVELOKWG VA TIEPAGOUHE MEPLKEG NUEPEG.

Question 4(c) was answered correctly by a good number of students, who provided an
answer that explained what the narrator disliked most about the city, i.e. €kave
TIOAAEG WPEG va peTakLvnOBel and ftav tavta apyomopnpévn. The key phrase in
the source text is pg EvoxAoUOoE TAVW AT’ OAd TIOU £KAVA TIOAAEG WPEG VA
METAKLYNOW Kat Ttou Ttavta apyouvoa.

Those students who wrote that the narrator disliked the constant noise did not gain
any marks, as this is not what she disliked most about the city.

Question 4(d) was answered correctly by nearly all students, who wrote emeLén eixav
&N TO TTATPLKO GTILTL TNG PNTEPAG TNG EKEL or provided an answer which explained
that moving to the island was not a problem because they already had a house there.

Question 4(e) was answered correctly a good number of students, who gave two
specific examples of what the narrator thinks as negative aspects of the countryside
as compared to the city. Correct answers included two of the following ideas: &&gv
HTopEl va Kavel PwviLa, SEV PTIOPEL va TTAEL GTOV KLVNHATOYPAYO, SEV UTTAPXEL
EMTIOPLKO KEVTPO Or SEV EXEL AVECELG.

Those students who made general remarks about how difficult life in the countryside
can be without providing specific examples, or mentioned the narrator’s feeling of
nostalgia without offering an explanation which compared the countryside to the city,



or refered to the shops, cinema or shopping centre without specifying their absence
in the countryside gained no marks, as they did not anwer the question adequately.

Question 4(f) proved challenging for a number of students. Correct answers provided
justification for the narrator’s brother adjusting quickly to his new life on the basis
that he could now go fishing or hiking or that he could do activities which he couldn't
do in the city, i.e. yTtOpOUCE Va TTAEL yLA PAPEHA OF UTTIOPOUGCE VU KAVEL
ne{omopia.

Those students who merely mentioned the narrator’s brother like for fishing and
hiking without specifying that his new life enabled him to practise those activities
gained no marks.

Question 4(g) was answered correctly by the majority of students, who gave two
specific examples of what the narrator thinks as positive aspects of the countryside as
compared to the city. Correct answers included two of the following ideas: viwBeL
acPAAELa, EXEL ALYOTEPO AYXOG, Or EXEL TTEPLOCOTEPN EAELOEpLQ.

Examiners’ Tips
Read the question carefully and address it directly.

Give short answers which are to the point and avoid irrelevant or
superfluous information.

If the question asks why, answer with a reason.

If the question asks how, answer by giving the manner.

Even if you do not use the question in your answer, imply it to
avoid confusion, i.e. Mota gival Ta apvntika tng emapxiag ...; (Ta
apvNTIKA TN emapxiag eival 0tl) Aev UTTAPXEL EUTIOPLIKO KEVTPO.
Manipulate language sufficiently rather than lift whole phrases

or sentences from the text so as to show comprehension of the
text and also to suit the answer.




Question 5

Students handled this question well. Many answers demonstrated a high
degree of competence and a very good ability to manipulate grammatical
structures effectively, which enabled them to achieve the maximum marks
possible for this question.

However, a number of students did not manage to score full marks. The most
common grammatical errors were the systematic omission or wrong use of the
stress mark, changing the word in brackets, and changing the meaning of the
sentence by changing the verb tense or by adding or omitting words.

Question 5(a): Successful responses turned the original affirmative sentence
into a negative one by replacing the verb @upapal with the negative verb Agv
Zgexvw. Students who kept both verbs Aev Zexvw and Oupdapat in their
response lost a mark because this resulted in an incorrect sentence.

Question 5(b): Successful responses replaced the adverb olkoyeveltakwg with
the prepositional phrase pME TNV OLKOYEVELA Or HE OAN TNV OLKOYEVELA.
Responses in which the verb mnyaivape was used in the first person singular,
i.e. tyawa, and was followed by the prepositional phrase pe tnv otkoyévera
Hou were also accepted, as the meaning remained unchanged. However,
students who used the verb mRya instead of miyawva or who positioned the
prepositional phrase pe Tnv owkoyévela at the end of the sentence lost a mark
because this changed the meaning of the original sentence.

Question 5(c): Successful responses turned the original negative sentence into
an affirmative one by omitting the negative word Agv and replacing the phrase
To 18Lo pe with the phrase Siawopetikd amod. Responses in which the
preposition amdé was omitted and the adjective SLapopetiko was followed by
the noun phrase to va {oUpe povipa kel were also accepted.

Question 5(d): Successful responses replaced the verb amotéAeoe with €ywve
and changed the noun phrase €vav L8aviké tomToO SLapovig into €vag
LSavikog Ttomog Stapovng, as its subject. Responses in which the noun phrase
TPOToG {wNG or TéTog {wWNG or TPOToG SLtapovig was used instead of tomog
Stapovng lost a mark because this either changed the meaning of the original
sentence or resulted in an incorrect sentence.



Question 5(e): Successful responses changed the verb apyolUca into the verb
phrase €gtava apyd. Responses in which the verb phrase £eptava
apyoTttopnHéva or £ptava apyomopnpévog/n was used were also accepted.
Similarly, responses in which the original affirmative sentence was turned into a
negative one, with adverb Ttot€ replacing tavta and an appropriate adverbial
phrase, such as vwpig or otnv wpa pou, replacing apyd were accepted.
Students who omitted the adverbial phrase of time or used the comparative
adverb apyodtepa lost a mark because this either changed the meaning of the
original sentence or resulted in an incorrect sentence.

Question 5(f): Successful responses replaced the verb okeptAkape with the
verb eixape and turned both the noun ot Adyot and the adjective onpavtikot
into the accusative, i.e. onUavtikoug Adyoug, as its object. Students who only
replaced the verb oke@tnikape with the verb gixape and then introduced the
verb phrase va @uUyoupe with the preposition yua in order to express purpose
were also accepted. Students who changed the verb okegptikape or va
puyoupE into a different tense, such as elxape okewtel or elxape puyeL or
puyapeg, lost a mark because this changed the meaning of the original
sentence.

Question 5(g): Successful responses replaced the verb amowacicape with the
verb phrase mipape tnv anowaocrn. Responses in which the noun améyaon
was used in the plural, i.e. amowdacelg, were also accepted. Students who
introduced the verb phrase va eykataAeipoupe with the preposition yua lost
a mark because this resulted in an incorrect sentence.

Question 5(h): Successful responses replaced the verb vootaAyovca with the
verb phrase éviwBa vootaAyia followed by the preposition yua. Students who
replaced the verb vootaAyouca with the verb mteBupouvca or va mebupw lost
a mark because this resulted in an incorrect sentence.

Question 5(i): Successful responses replaced the verb tpeAaivetal with the
verb phrase tou apéoeL. Responses in which the relative word mou was
replaced by otov omtoio were also accepted. Similarly, responses in which the
noun o ad&A@ag pou was changed into Ttou adgA@oU pou, as the object of
Tou apeoel, and then the two sentences were linked with kat or €toL were
accepted. Students who used other link words, such as yu auto, ywati, agov,
or gpocov, or who did not link the two sentences lost a mark as this either
changed the meaning of the original sentence or resulted in an incorrect
sentence.



Question 5(i): Successful responses replaced the conditional verb 6a tRyawva
with the conditional verb phrase 6a mpotipovca va maw or 8a mpotTLpovca
va mijyawa. Responses in which the verb phrase va maw or va mijyawa is
omitted and the conditional verb 8a mpotipovoa is linked to the noun tnv
emapxia as its object were also accepted.

Examiners’ Tips
Do not change the word given in brackets.

Do not change the meaning of the sentence by changing verb
tense of by adding or omitting key words.

Remember to put the stress marks where necessary.

Question 6

Students handled this question very well. The majority of answers
demonstrated a high degree of competence and a very good ability to
manipulate grammatical structures effectively, which enabled them to achieve
the maximum marks possible for this question.

However, a number of students did not manage to score full marks.

e The most common grammatical error made was the omission or wrong use
of the stress mark, as in question 6(h), i.e. e€nynoe

e Another common error was the misspelling of verb endings in question
6(a), i.e. eppavifwvtat, in question 6(f), i.e. ékavat, in question 6(g), i.e.
aroteAoEL, or in question 6(h), i.e. e§RyLoe or e§Rynoat

e Other common errors were writing the verb in the wrong person in
question 6(h), i.e. €€Qynoav, in question 6(i), i.e. opopwaiveL, or in
question 6(j), i.e. wpeAel

e A number of students seem to be placing a dot over the Greek letter -,
which, according to the conventions of the Greek accentuation system, is
not an accepted grammatical practice



e A small number of students also seem to be offering two alternative
answers, which may result in the loss of marks

Examiners’ Tips

Look for key words in the text as an indication of which person
to put the verb in.

Put the verb in the voice - active or passive - indicated by the
word given.

Remember always to put the stress marks.




Question 7

The students found the topic close to their world of experience and gave very
engaging answers.

Successful students fulfilled the requirements of question 7, by addressing all
the bullet points and providing both a short introduction and conclusion.
They gave relevant, convincing and well-developed answers with no
digression or irrelevance. They supported their ideas by citing concrete
examples drawn from their personal experience to illustrate the point. They
put forth convincing arguments and justified their opinion by offering an
explanation or by making a personal comment or evaluation.

Successful students used effectively and appropriately a varied range of
vocabulary and complex grammatical structures, relevant to the discussion
and with few lapses in grammatical control.

Less successful students either under-developed one bullet point, in some
cases bullet point 1, or expanded unnecessarily on one bullet point, in some
cases bullet point 2, and either referred to the remaining bullet points in a
cursory manner or went over the word limit in order to cover all four bullet
points. As a result, some of the responses were deemed either incomplete or
containing irrelevance and/or repetition.

Those students who ignored the word limit, lost valuable marks as one bullet
point was out of the word limit. That gave them a maximum of 10 marks for
Content and Communication.

Less successful students showed little attempt to use a wider range of lexis
or more complex structures. There were lapses in grammatical control, even
in the use of basic language, with high frequency nouns, adjectives or verbs
often being misspelt and stress marks being used inconsistently. There was
also some repetition of vocabulary.

A number of students discussed bullet point 4, which asked Mwg ptopouv
va BonBrioouv oL padntég va yivel n oxoAwkn {wn Lo guxdapLotn, in
general and vague terms. They made generalised comments about the
importance of the pupils’ contribution to school life without citing specific
examples or suggestinng specific ways in which the pupils could help; or they
presented a list of what the pupils could do to improve school life without
providing an explanation; or they relied heavily on the ideas in the rubric text
without presenting or developing their own; or they repeated ideas from the
discussion of previous bullet points. This did not allow the students to earn
marks from the highest band.



Examiners’ Tips

Remember to develop all bullet points equally and purposefully
and to sequence ideas in a logical manner.

Write within the word limit. An overdeveloped response may
result in digression or repetition of ideas. An underdeveloped
response may result in omission or lack of convincing
argumentation.

Express your ideas in a clear and precise manner. Avoid general
answers and vague statements.

Justify your opinion or explain your preference by giving
concrete examples or stating your reasons.

Support personal statements by providing convincing
explanations or providing concrete examples.

Remember to follow the conventions of writing and use
paragraphs appropriately.




Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the
following advice:

o Read the questions carefully and give clear and concrete answers

« Provide responses which are pertinent to the question and are based on
the text rather than on general knowledge or personal experience in
guestion 4

o Show evidence of producing your own language

« When rephrasing sentences make sure that you do not change the
meaning by adding or omitting key words

« Avoid spelling errors in endings, by learning a few rules

o Address all bullet points equally in question 7

o Write within the word limit

« Do not forget to put the stress marks on words which need a stress mark.
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